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Introduction 


As Anthropologists, there are a lot of fundamentals 
to remember when writing. Nowadays a lot of our 
research and results are stored online, whether that 
is notes, publications or specific aspects that are 
confidential. In order to protect all these, there area 
few rules to keep in mind. In this guide, we have 
identified four categories: definitions, things to 
remember, explanations, and general language 
used in ethnographic research. Using all tne 
letters of the alohabet, this guide will give you an 
easy-to-remember overview to fall back on when you 
need a source, an explanation, or just a reminder. So 
remembering the rules will be as easy as 
remembering the alphabet. 





Disclaimer: Unless otherwise cited, these are our 
interpretations of the concepts. 


ANONYMOUS 


It is Important to anonymise your data so that no participants can be 
recognised or identified. This is especially important when dealing with 


sensitive nity In order to sa nes oA 
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(INTERNET) BROWSING 


With more research being conducted in online formats and data being 
stored through digital methods, it is important to know how to browse 
safely and securely. Internet browsing can increasingly result in issues 
with your device, hacking, or loss of data. It is Important to avoid 
suspicious websites, advertisements and emails. Be sceptical of 
downloads and attachments. You can regularly clear your cache to avoid 
unwanted tracking. Additionally, browsing incognito, through a VPN for 
example, can also provide extra security. Furthermore, it is important to 
only connect to trusted WIFI's. 








is vital to request consent before engaging In any form of 
2search. Additionally, this consent should continuously be 
requested throughout the duration of the research. 
Participants should know the terms and conditions to 
‘ which they are consenting to. 








DIGITAL DAFA 


Data that is stored online and 
accessible via a digital device. 
Examples could be digital 
fieldnotes, but also websites, 
online articles and 
publications. 








ETHNOGRAPEMS 


| a A descriptive piece of 
work that describes what 


as peen oopserved or 
















through writing, drawing, 
or any other form of 


capturing data. 








FIELDNOTES 


Notes taken in the field while, or 
after, conducting participant 
observation on a research 
population or subject. 






































GOVERNMENT 


sometimes, governments cé . Ff 
people online, and it might be safer for 4 

you to hide yourself and your) 
potentially sensitive research data, 
A.K.A. alien ethnography (Thomas- 
Hébert 2019). 














HACKING 


Hacking refers to the process of breaking 
the security on a system, sometimes 
legally or illegally, and hackers can be 
classified into three categories based on 
their motivations; white hat, grey hat, and 
black hat hackers. 





INTERNET 


Merriam-Webster (s.a.) defines the 
internet as: "an electronic | 
communications network that 
connects computer networks and 
organizational computer facilities 
around the world, which has created 
many new field work opportunities in 
online communities. 








Journal 


During ethnographic research, you 
can encounter two different kinds 


of journals. 
First, a journal as a personal diary to write down your 


experience. Second, a journal as a professional magazine 
for which you can write an article about your research. 












Knowledge 


Make sure you have the right 
knowledge when conducting your 
research. Use different kinds of 
Knowledge, e.g. background or 
literature-based knowledge. 





Literature 


Support your research by finding valid literature. 
Look for literature that is peer-reviewed and comes 
from a trustworthy source. 
Look, for example, at your 
university's online library. 





METHODOLOGY 


How has a research project 
been executed? What are 
the methods used? And 
how did theseused 
methods influence the 
overall results of the 
reseach done? 





K\ OW 


There are certain rules that anthropologists are expected to 
follow in regard to ethics. These rules are all documented in the 
code of ethics of your anthropological institution, such as AAA, 
ASA, etc. Make sure you look at It!! 










(MEETING) ONLHNE 
Because of Covid, interviews, meetings and field 
nave mainly been online this past year. This ha 
benefits, as it creates a lot of flexibility and conne 
However, as it is online it also comes with some 
confidential information can not be told face to fa 
anymore but has an online, and digital, wall inbetween. 

this makes it less secure. So whenever you meet @nili 
make sure’that you take precautions, maybe even on 
named in this zine. ‘ 
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GUESTIONS 


Questions posed throughout the research and interviews 
should be critical but respectful. Consent should be 
obtained for the collection of this information, and privacy 
and confidentiality should be ensured. 






RIGHTS 


Remember the research participants have 
the right to their data and to the knowledge 
for its purpose or use. 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


Reminder: social media 
platforms are public and 
often have security issues, 
so double-check that you 
have gained consent before 
posting, for the safety of 
everyone involved. 





TRANSCRIPT 


Transcripts refer to the 
written product that 
anthropologists record 
in the field, either on 
paper or online. 





UNDERESTIMATE 


NEVER UNDERESTIMATE 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 
DIGITAL SECURITY (i.e. 
oasswords, VPNs, etc.). 








A Virtual Private Network (VPN) ‘ . 


protects your data by preventing 

the eavesdropping of unauthorized ©@ 
people. It is advisable to use a VPN when handling 
Sensitive data. You may be able to use a VPN through 
your university. There are also several good (paid) 
VPN's online, e.g. ExpressVPN or NordVPN. 

















You may want to make a website when 
doing your research. There exist several 
200d website-making websites, e.g. 
Squarespace, WordPress, or One.com. 
These website-makers are very user-friendly, 
but there are many more website-makers that 
you can find online. 





Use Google too much 

Use sources without giving 
credit 

Use Wikipedia aS a source 





COP) RIGHT 


Remember to cite sources 
and give credit where it is 
due. 





ZINE 


A zine is a small magazine- 
style publication that can 
be used for all kinds of 
subject matter; in this case, 
the ABCs of Hacking 
Ethnography. 
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